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Dear Parents ….
Welcome back to playgroup to all the children and their families after the Christmas break. We hope you are all happy and healthy for the New Year!
Winter & Snow!      [image: MC900187903[1]]                 
We often have wintry weather at this time of year so we thought we should inform parents of the procedure in case it snows!! 

If it snows and the local schools close, it may be difficult for staff to find childcare for their own children and unsafe for them all to accompany them to playgroup. Playgroup always tries to remain open but if playgroup is closed due to snow, we will send a text alert to parents early in the morning.

If a decision is made to close playgroup during the day because of worsening weather, inadequate heating or schools closing, we will phone parents to arrange early collection of their children. A decision to close playgroup will be made on a daily basis.
Coats               [image: MCj01134040000[1]]  
Just a reminder that now the weather is colder all the children need a WARM coat to wear for 
outside play. Please can all coats and hats be named – quite a few children have the same coat and hats! Also, please can children have spare shoes/slippers to change into so that the floor does not get wet and slippery.





#

[image: j0232730]    Illnesses
 
We follow the government guidelines for any illnesses and we advise parents of any actions accordingly. Please continue to follow our guidelines of not bringing your child to playgroup if they are displaying any symptoms of flu, scarlet fever, hand foot and mouth, norovirus or covid.

It remains very important that children who have diarrhoea or have been sick during the night do not attend playgroup until all symptoms have been clear for at least 48 hours.  If children need a dose of Paracetamol before they come in, then it will wear off over the morning and they will be uncomfortable or unwell again later in the day so please keep them at home. 

One of our lovely community has a family member who is receiving chemotherapy for cancer, making them very vulnerable to infection. So, to protect them we would ask you to be vigilant and not bring your child in to playgroup when they are ill. This will be increasingly important when chicken pox season starts.
Thank you.

Music Session     
Come and join us for some music and singing activities with your children on Wednesday 28th January in the morning from 9 – 9.20. 

Stay and Play Week
During the week beginning 
Monday 26th January we will be holding a stay and play week Parents can come in for the first hour of a session to play or read a story with their children, join in with the routines and get to know the staff.

Younger brothers and sisters are also welcome to come along.

Fees and Funding  [image: ]
For children claiming funding, if you haven’t done so already, please can you bring in your child’s birth certificate as we have to check these as part of the funding process. WNC are now starting to audit all settings and have said they may remove funding from settings if all the documents are not completed. Losing funding would result in our immediate closure.

When claiming Working Parent funding, it is important that your code is dated before the start of the term for which you are claiming, also please remember to renew your code every 3 months (as soon as you get your reminder from HMRC) as they do have an expiry date! 
Start Time        [image: MC900198640[1]]
Just a reminder that the playgroup sessions start at
08.45 - 9.00 in the morning. Arriving on time helps us to maintain security and establishing a regular routine and arriving on time is a good habit to form, particularly if your child is starting school next September!

Also, in cold weather we need to close the doors quickly at the start and end of sessions as the hall gets very cold when the door is kept open and it takes a while for the hall to warm up again. 

Please also note that our day finishes at 3pm and we may levy a fee for regular late collection.








































Parent Session     [image: j0365668]
The next parent drop-in sessions, to come and have a chat with Julie and Stef will be on Wednesday 11th February. The drop-in session will be held in the morning from 9.00-09.20.










































REMEMBER                    [image: j0431507]
It’s a good idea to have our number in your phone contacts list, just in case you need to call us in an emergency or for us to open the gate for you!

The playgroup Phone Number is 
     0784 0822 476
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